Source of material
The title compound was purchased from Aldrich crystals grown from a solution of dichloromethane which was layered with hexanes to give crystals suitable for x-ray diffraction.
Discussion
Interest in the coordination chemistry of square planar metal centers with nitrogen based ligands prompted the structural investigation of 4-phenylimidizole as part of a developing project. The two molecules in the asymmetric unit differ slightly only in the relative orientation of the phenyl ring caused most likely by the crystal packing forces involved during crystallization. 
